Preface

The modern-day Church in England has withdrawn from healthcare
in a way that it has not withdrawn from education. In an age when the
National Health Service is under strain and the Church is witnessing
a persistent decline, the question is raised as to whether there are
theological reasons why healthcare should be seen as an important
part of the mission of the Church. This book seeks to provide an
answer to that question.

In Part One, an example is provided as to how the Church could be
involved in healthcare from an institutional perspective. Whilst it is
recognised that the precise formation, constitution, management and
governance of healthcare institutions differs from country to country,
the general underlying aims and principles remain comparable. So,
for the purpose of this book, a brief account is provided in respect of
just one such institution using the National Health Service (NHS) in
the United Kingdom as the exemplar, with reference to the Church’s
involvement in healthcare in other countries being given in Chapter 4
as a comparison. Alongside the latter, an account is provided as to
the historic relationship of the Church and healthcare, together
with reference to the Scripture underpinning such involvement.
Comparison is also made with the Church’s historic and ongoing
involvement in the field of education, again using the situation in
the United Kingdom as an exemplar. A further chapter considers the
interlinked concepts of suffering, health and healing, and dying and
death, along with how these concepts interrelate to healthcare. Part
One ends with an overview of the effect of poverty on health, what
the Christian gospel says about poverty, and how the Church has
responded to that challenge. These accounts are not intended to be
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comprehensive, but to function as a platform on which to build the
discussions in Part Two.

Part Two examines the relationship between the theology of the
German, Lutheran priest and theologian, Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
alongside the theology and praxis of the French-German, Lutheran
priest, physician, missionary and musician, Albert Schweitzer. It
assesses how that relationship might play into the twenty-first-
century debate on the role of the Church and healthcare, particularly
in terms of the preservation and redemption of the penultimate - the
penultimate, according to Bonhoeffer, being our present reality. In
Bonhoeffer’s words, it is ‘all that precedes the ultimate’ and is where
‘Tesus lets human reality exist’.

Central to the work of both Bonhoeffer and Schweitzer are shared
questions regarding the value of Christianity to the modern world
and an emphasis on the practical application of the tenets of Chris-
tianity to improve the life of humankind. This shared philosophy
links Schweitzer’s work with Bonhoeffer’s focus on the importance of
redeeming the penultimate, the combination having a natural affinity
with the work and raison d’étre of healthcare and thereby making the
work of Schweitzer and Bonhoeffer pertinent today.

Furthermore, if ‘being human’ is to be revered amidst questions
around artificial intelligence, trans-humanism and the post-human,
the ethical work of Bonhoeffer and Schweitzer assumes increased
importance. Through the dual lens of their work, this research
reveals the possibility of re-envisaging the praxis of healthcare as
theologically central to the mission of the Church.
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