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Dr. Paul Beasley-Murray is a former Principal of Spurgeon’s College 

(1986–1992) and from 1993 the senior minister of Central Baptist 

Church, Chelmsford. Like his father a New Testament scholar, Paul is the 

author of a number of books, including Radical Believers (1992) and The 

Message of the Resurrection (2000). His “personal portrait” of his father, 

Fearless for Truth (2002), is frequently referred to in these lectures.

Dr. David R. Coffey OBE is one of the most prominent British Baptists 

of his generation, having served as President of the Baptist Union (1986–

7), General Secretary of the Baptist Union (1991–2006), and President of 

the Baptist World Alliance (2005–10). He is the author of several books 

and has been awarded two honorary doctorates.

Dr. John E. Colwell taught theology and ethics at Spurgeon’s College 

from 1994 to 2009. He is the author of Living the Christian Story (2001), 

Promise and Presence (2005), The Rhythm of Doctrine (2007), and Why 

Have You Forsaken Me? (2010). He is now the pastor of Budleigh Salterton 

Baptist Church, Devon.

Dr. Anthony R. Cross is a Baptist minister and perhaps the foremost 

expert on George Beasley-Murray’s theology of baptism. He is the author, 

among other books, of Baptism and the Baptists: Theology and Practice in 

Twentieth-Century Britain (2000), to which George Beasley-Murray con-

tributed a Foreword, and Recovering the Evangelical Sacrament: Baptisma 

Semper Reformandum (2013) and is responsible for editing and publish-

ing a wide range of scholarly works. He is a member of the Faculty of 

Theology and Religion, University of Oxford.

Dr. Ruth M. B. Gouldbourne is a minister of Bloomsbury Central 

Baptist Church, London and previously served for eleven years as a tu-
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tor in church history at Bristol Baptist College. She is the author of The 

Flesh and the Feminine: Gender and Theology in the Writings of Caspar 

Schwenckfeld (2007), and co-author with Anthony Cross and Brian 

Haymes of On Being the Church: Revisioning Baptist Identity (2008).

Dr. Stephen R. Holmes is Senior Lecturer in Theology at the University 

of St. Andrews. He previously taught at Spurgeon’s College as a Research 

Fellow, and at King’s College London. He is the author of a number 

of works, including God of Grace and God of Glory: An Account of the 

Theology of Jonathan Edwards (2000) and The Holy Trinity: Understanding 

God’s Life (2012).

Dr. Mark Hopkins is an historian who teaches at the Theological 

College of Northern Nigeria in Bukuru. His research into Victorian 

Nonconformity at Oxford, in which C. H. Spurgeon was a major subject, 

was later published as Nonconformity’s Romantic Generation: Evangelical 

and Liberal Theologies in Victorian England (2004).

Dr. Bruce Milne taught systematic and historical theology for ten years 

at Spurgeon’s College before migrating to Canada to become senior min-

ister of First Baptist Church, Vancouver, from 1983 to 2001. His widely 

used book Know the Truth: A Handbook of Christian Belief was published 

in its third edition in 2009, and other books include The Message of John: 

Here Is Your King (1993), and Dynamic Diversity: Bridging Class, Age, 

Race and Gender in the Church (2007).

Dr. Michael J. Quicke was minister of St. Andrew’s Street Baptist 

Church, Cambridge before becoming Principal of Spurgeon’s College 

from 1993 to 2000. He is now Professor of Preaching and Communication 

at Northern Seminary, Chicago and is well known for his trilogy 360 

Degree Preaching (2003), 360 Degree Leadership (2006), and Preaching as 

Worship (2011).

Dr. Brian Stanley is Professor of World Christianity and Director 

of the Centre for the Study of World Christianity at the University of 

Edinburgh. He began his academic career as tutor in church history and 

Academic Dean at Spurgeon’s College. His books include The Bible and 

the Flag (1990), The History of the Baptist Missionary Society, 1792–1992 
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(1992), The World Missionary Conference: Edinburgh 1910 (2009), and 

The Global Diffusion of Evangelicalism: The Age of Billy Graham and John 

Stott (2013).

Dr. Nigel G. Wright is editor of the present volume and Principal 

Emeritus of Spurgeon’s College where he was Principal from 2000 to 

2013. A former President of the Baptist Union, his publications include 

The Radical Evangelical: Seeking a Place to Stand (1996), Disavowing 

Constantine: Mission, Church and the Social Order (2000), A Theology of 

the Dark Side (2003), and Free Church, Free State: The Positive Baptist 

Vision (2005).

© 2015 James Clarke and Co Ltd


