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SAMPLE

AUTHOR’S PREFACE

THE FOLLOWING STUDY belongs to the field of practical theology. For
this reason we shall not discuss the content of preaching: to define and
examine that content belongs rather to systematic theology. We need
only say that our study deals with Christian preaching, which the New
Testament calls indifferently the preaching of the kingdom (Acts 20:
25), of repentance and conversion (Acts 26: 20), of repentance and
remission of sins (Luke 24: 47), of the Gospel (Gal.1:11), of a wisdom
not of this world (1 Cor. 2: 6); or again the preaching of the Word of
God (2 Cor. 2: 17), of the Word of the Lord (Acts 8: 25), of the Word
of faith (Rom. 10: 8) ; or simply the preaching of the Word (Acts 4:
29). This preaching, however it is described, is nothing other than the
preaching ofJesus Christ (Acts 8: 5, 2 Cor. 11: 4), of His cross (1 Cor.
1:18, 23), and of His resurrection (1Cor.15:1, 4), of the events which,
between Christmas and the Ascension, changed the course of the history
of the world, by rescuing it from perdition and giving it a future with
value and meaning. All that we are charged to say to the world is
included in the expectation, the incarnation, the passion, the glory, and
the promise of return of our Lord. And our preaching is no longer
faithful when we depart from Christological framework.

We need not therefore inquire into what we have to preach. Our
purpose is to examine what happens when we preach, how to bridge

gap between the source of preaching and those to whom it is
addressed, what is preaching’s place and role in the service, how we
should prepare our sermons, and what ecumenical duties arise from the
Reformed claim to be Church of the Word

Practical theology consists in applying the findings of exegesis,
Church history and systematic theology the concrete problems of

Church. This particular character of practical theology its ad-
vantages and disadvantages: the chief advantage is that it reminds us
that Christianity is an incamational religion; the chief disadvantage is
that it is difficult to translate studies in practical theology into other
languageswithout misleading and disappointing readers whofind them-

© 2023 James Clarke and Co Ltd




