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James (Jay) H. Barnes III became the fifth president of Bethel University on July 1, 

2008. Barnes has been a leader in Christian higher education for more than 30 years. He 

earned a Doctor of Education in College Student Personnel Work from Loyola University 

of Chicago. 

Thomas Buchan (PhD, Drew University) is Associate Professor of Theology at Asbury 

Theological Seminary (Orlando, Florida). He is the author of “Blessed Is He Who Has 

Brought Adam from Sheol”: Christ’s Descent to the Dead in the Theology of Saint Ephrem 

the Syrian (2004).

G. William Carlson (PhD, University of Minnesota) is Professor of History and Political 

Science at Bethel University. He is co-author with Diana Magnuson of Persevere, Läsare 

and Clarion (St. Paul, Minnesota: Bethel 125th Anniversary Committee, 1997). He serves 

as editor of the Baptist Pietist Clarion (2002-present) and is the author of numerous ar-

ticles on Baptist General Conference history, Swedish Pietism, Christianity in the United 

States, religion in the Soviet Union and comparative evangelical political thought. 

Eric Carlsson (PhD, University of Wisconsin-Madison) is Lecturer in the Department 

of History at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He is currently writing a book on 

Johann Salomo Semler and the theological Enlightenment in Germany.

Christian T. Collins Winn (PhD, Drew University) is Associate Professor of Historical 

and Systematic Theology at Bethel University, St. Paul, MN and a licensed minister in the 

American Baptist Church (USA). He is the author of “Jesus is Victor!” The Significance of 

the Blumhardts for the Theology of Karl Barth (2008) and is Series Editor of the Blumhardt 

Series (Cascade Press).

Tenzan Eaghll is a PhD student at the Centre for the Study of Religion at the University of 

Toronto. His publications and thesis work explore the theological origins of modernity.

Peter C. Erb (PhD, University of Toronto) is Professor Emeritus at Wilfrid Laurier 

University, Waterloo, Ont. He was Visiting Professor of Catholic Studies through St. 

Dunstan’s University at the University of Prince Edward Island, Charlottetown, PEI 

(2005–2009), and continues (from 1973) as the Associate Director of Schwenkfelder 

Library and Heritage Center, Pennsburg, PA. He is the author and editor of some 15 books 

and numerous articles on the Radical Reformation, German Pietism, nineteenth-century 

Catholic thought, German-American religion and culture, and the contemporary novel. 
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His most recent work is a four-volume critical edition, The Correspondence of Henry 

Edward Manning and William Ewart Gladstone: The Complete Correspondence 1833–1891 

(Oxford: Oxford University Press, forthcoming 2011).

Victor I. Ezigbo (PhD, University of Edinburgh) is Assistant Professor of Contextual 

and Systematic Theology at Bethel University in St. Paul, MN. He is the author of Re-

Imagining African Christologies: Conversing with the Interpretations and Appropriations of 

Jesus in Contemporary African Christianity (2010).

Christopher Gehrz (PhD, Yale University) is Associate Professor of History and 

coordinator of the Christianity and Western Culture program at Bethel University in St. 

Paul, Minnesota, where he has been recognized with the Faculty Excellence Award for 

Teaching. His most recent publication is “Recovering a Pietist Understanding of Christian 

Higher Education,” in the Winter, 2011 issue of Christian Scholar’s Review.

Gracia Grindal, Professor of Rhetoric at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, has long been 

interested in the Pietist movement as it appeared in Scandinavian hymn writers. She 

graduated with an MFA in poetry from the University of Arkansas in 1969, was professor 

of English at Luther College in Decorah, IA for 16 years, and came to Luther Seminary in 

1984 where she has been ever since. Currently she is working on a book on the Norwegian 

American Lutheran parsonage tradition. 

Emilie Griffin has written a number of books on Christian conversion, prayer, and 

the mystical life. A native of New Orleans and a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Tulane 

University, she has won fifty awards for creativity. Griffin did graduate theology studies at 

Notre Dame Seminary, New Orleans. She lives in Alexandria, Louisiana, and serves as a 

board member and speaker for Renovare’ USA (Denver), and a founding member of the 

Chrysostom Society (a writers group).

Christoffer H. Grundmann (Dr. theol. habil., Dr. theol., Mag. theol., University of 

Hamburg, Hamburg, Germany) is the John R. Eckrich University Professor in Religion 

and the Healing Arts at Valparaiso University, Valparaiso, IN. He has published widely in 

the field of medical missions and healing, faith, salvation, and pneumatology. His book 

Sent to heal!—Emergence and development of medical missions (2005), was named among 

the fifteen outstanding books in Christian World Missions in 2006.

David M. Gustafson (PhD, Linköpings universitet, Sweden) serves as Associate 

Professor of Ministry at Houston Graduate School of Theology and Adjunct Professor of 

Christianity at the University of Houston. He is an ordained minister of the Evangelical 

Free Church of America (ECFA), and has served as associate and senior pastor in Free 

Churches in Missouri and Illinois. He is a graduate of Trinity Evangelical Divinity School 

(MDiv, ThM), Fuller Theological Seminary (DMin) and Linköpings universitet in Sweden 

(PhD).
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Geordan Hammond (PhD, University of Manchester) is Director of the Manchester 

Wesley Research Centre and Lecturer in Church History and Wesley Studies at Nazarene 

Theological College, Manchester, UK. He is co-editor of Wesley and Methodist Studies and 

has recently published several articles on John Wesley’s experience in Georgia, includ-

ing “Versions of Primitive Christianity: John Wesley’s Relations with the Moravians in 

Georgia, 1735–1737,” Journal of Moravian History 6 (2009) 31–60.

Peter Goodwin Heltzel (PhD, Boston University) is Associate Professor of Theology 

at New York Theological Seminary, and an ordained minister in the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ). He is the author of Jesus and Justice: Evangelicals, Race and American 

Politics (2009).

Eric Holst (MA in Christian Thought, Bethel Seminary) is a graduate of Bethel Seminary 

with an interest in Contextual Theology and Christian Education.

Shirley A. Mullen (PhD, University of Wales; PhD, University of Minnesota) is the 

president and professor of history at Houghton College. She is the author of Organized 

Freethought: The Religion of Unbelief in Victorian Britain (1987). Her interests in the 

Enlightenment, spiritual formation, higher education and the Wesleyan legacy come to-

gether in her exploration in this volume of John Wesley as well as in her current work at 

Houghton.

Roger E. Olson (PhD, Rice University) is professor of theology at George W. Truett 

Theological Seminary of Baylor University. He is the author of 13 books including most 

recently God in Dispute: Conversations among Great Christian Thinkers (2010).

Alice T. Ott (PhD, Trinity International University) is adjunct professor of church his-

tory and history at Trinity International University in Deerfield, Illinois. She previously 

served twenty-one years in Germany with ReachGlobal. She has published several articles 

in edited volumes on the religious beliefs of George Rapp and the Harmony Society.

Kurt W. Peterson (PhD, The University of Notre Dame) is Associate Professor of 

History and Chair of the History Department at North Park University in Chicago, IL. His 

recent publications include Lincoln’s Land: The History of Abraham Lincoln’s Coles County 

Farm (2008); and “Transforming the Covenant: The Emergence of Ethnic Diversity in A 

Swedish-American Denomination,” The Covenant Quarterly (August, 2009).

Richard V. Pierard (PhD, University of Iowa), is professor emeritus of history, Indiana 

State University, and lives in Hendersonville, North Carolina. He also taught at Gordon 

College and South Asia Institute of Advanced Christian Studies, Bangalore, India, and 

was a Fulbright professor at Frankfurt and Halle Universities. Among his recent books 

are The Unequal Yoke (2006) and Baptists Together in Christ (2005), and the co-authored 

Two Kingdoms: the Church and Culture through the Ages (1993), New Millennium Manual 

(1999), and The American Church Experience: A Concise History (2008). 
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Kyle A. Roberts (PhD, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School) is Associate Professor of 

Systematic Theology and Lead Faculty of Christian Thought, Bethel Seminary (St. Paul, 

MN). Roberts has published several chapters on Kierkegaard, the Bible and Modern 

Theology in the edited series, Kierkegaard Research: Sources, Reception and Resources 

(University of Copenhagen / Ashgate) and presents regularly on issues related to the in-

tersection of theology, philosophy and culture.

Mark Safstrom (PhD, University of Washington) is lecturer of Scandinavian Languages 

and Literatures at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. His dissertation is titled 

The Religious Origins of Democratic Pluralism: Paul Peter Waldenström and the Politics of 

the Swedish Awakening 1868–1917. He is also adjunct faculty in church history at North 

Park Theological Seminary in Chicago, and serves as chief editor of the journal Pietisten.

Timothy M. Salo (PhD, Drew University) is Adjunct Professor of World Religions and 

Philosophy at Centenary College, NJ and Adjunct Professor of Philosophy and Christian 

Thought at Somerset Christian College, NJ.

Glen G. Scorgie (PhD, St. Andrews) is Professor of Theology at Bethel Seminary San 

Diego. He has written or edited A Call for Continuity (1988/2004), The Challenge of Bible 

Translation (2003), The Journey Back to Eden (2005), A Little Guide to Christian Spirituality 

(2007), and the Zondervan Dictionary of Christian Spirituality (forthcoming 2011).

Douglas H. Shantz (PhD, University of Waterloo) is Professor of Christian Thought 

in the Department of Religious Studies at the University of Calgary, Canada. He has pub-

lished books and articles in the fields of German Pietism and the Radical Reformation 

including: Between Sardis and Philadelphia: the Life and World of Pietist Court Preacher 

Conrad Bröske (2008), and Crautwald and Erasmus: A Study in Humanism and Radical 

Reform in Sixteenth Century Silesia (1992).

James D. Smith III (ThD, Harvard) is Professor of Church History at Bethel Seminary 

San Diego, and Interim Minister of Pastoral Care at Fletcher Hills Presbyterian Church. 

He is co-editor of The Fabric of Early Christianity, The Subjective Eye, the Encyclopedia of 

Christian Literature and the forthcoming Dictionary of Christian Spirituality.

R. J. Snell (PhD, Marquette University) is associate professor of philosophy and director 

of the philosophy program at Eastern University, Saint Davids, PA. His research areas in-

clude the history of philosophy, especially the thought of Thomas Aquinas as appropriated 

and applied to contemporary discussions in epistemology and ethics. He is the author 

of Through a Glass Darkly: Bernard Lonergan and Richard Rorty on Knowing Without a 

God’s-eye View (2006) and articles on Lonergan, Charles Taylor, and the natural law.

Jonathan Strom (PhD, University of Chicago) is Associate Professor of Church History 

at Candler School of Theology, Emory University. He is the author of Orthodoxy and 

Reform: The Clergy in Seventeenth Century Rostock (1999) as well as a number of articles 
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in various scholarly journals. His research focuses on the late Reformation, Pietism, and 

the development of early modern religious culture.

Eric Swensson is an ordained Lutheran pastor and an independent researcher in Luther 

studies and Spener-Francke Pietism. His family background is the Augustana Synod. He 

researched the Kinderbeten revival during a three month sabbatical in Halle Germany, 

wrote a thesis and adapted into Kinderbeten: The Origin, Unfolding and Interpretations of 

the Silesian Children’s Prayer Revival (2010). 

Cindy Wesley (PhD, McGill University) is currently the Chairperson of the Department 

of Religion and Philosophy at Lambuth University, where she has taught for almost a de-

cade. She is the author of The Role of Pietism and Ethnicity in the Formation of the General 

Conference of German Baptists, 1851–1920 (2008).

Peter James Yoder (PhD Candidate, The University of Iowa) earned his Masters of 

Theological Studies from Reformed Theological Seminary (Charlotte) and has received 

research fellowships from the Institut für Europäische Geschichte (Mainz), the Herzog-

Ernst-Bibliothek and Forschungszentrum (Gotha), and the Franckeschen Stiftungen 

(Halle). He is currently conducting research on August Hermann Francke’s theology of 

the sacraments.
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