
SAMPLE



Contributors

Elisabeth Blum teaches philosophy at Loyola University Maryland in 

Baltimore. She published about Avicenna’s concept of matter and other 

topics of medieval and Renaissance philosophy. Recently she translated 

Giordano Bruno’s Spaccio de la bestia trionfante into German (forth-

coming). A book of fiction, Von Dickköpfen, Vagabunden und Engeln, 

was published in 2003. 

Paul Richard Blum is T. J. Higgins Chair of Philosophy at Loyola 

University Maryland in Baltimore. Most recently he has published 

Philosophieren in der Renaissance (2004). He edited the volume 

Philosophers of the Renaissance (forthcoming).

Gábor Boros is head of the Department of Modern and Contemporary 

Philosophy at Eötvös University in Budapest, Hungary. He is mainly 

interested in topics of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century philosophy 

as well as ethics and the philosophy of emotions. His books include 

Heilsfragment. Rekonstruktion der Spinozanischen Ethik (1990) and René 

Descartes’ Werdegang. Der allgütige Gott und die wertfreie Natur (2001). 

Most recently, with Herman De Dijn and Martin Moors, he coedited The 

Concept of Love in 17th and 18th Century Philosophy (2008).

Roland Breeur teaches modern philosophy at the Katholieke Universiteit 

Leuven (Belgium). His major interests are modern French philosophy 

(Descartes to Fénelon) and contemporary phenomenological thought.

Jianhong Chen is currently associate professor of philosophy at Nankai 

University, Tianjin, and is particularly interested in political philosophy 

and theories of religion. He has published articles and books on Leo 

Strauss, Carl Schmitt, Thomas Hobbes, and Plato.
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William Desmond is professor of philosophy at the Institute of 

Philosophy at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, and David Cook 

Visiting Chair at Villanova University. He is author of many books, in-

cluding Being and the Between (winner of the Priz Cardinal Mercier, 

and the J. N. Findlay Award), Ethics and the Between (2001), and most 

recently God and the Between (2008). He was also past president of the 

Hegel Society of America (1990–1992), of the Metaphysical Society 

of America (1994–1995), and of the American Catholic Philosophical 

Association (2008–2009). His work spans metaphysics, ethics, aesthetics, 

and the philosophy of religion.

Patrick R. Frierson is an associate professor of philosophy at Whitman 

College in Walla Walla, Washington. He is the author of Freedom and 

Anthropology in Kant’s Moral Philosophy (2003) and numerous articles 

on Kant, Adam Smith, and Descartes. He teaches a variety of courses 

on topics in ethics, modern philosophy, Kant, and nineteenth-century 

philosophy.

Michael Funk Deckard is assistant professor of philosophy at Lenoir-

Rhyne University (North Carolina). His research and teaching include 

aesthetics, early modern philosophy, ethics, the relationship of science 

and religion, and hermeneutics.

Dorottya Kaposi completed her PhD in 2007 at the University of 

Paris–Sorbonne (Paris IV) and at ELTE University (Budapest). Her dis-

sertation treated the Cartesian doctrine of the will and the problem of 

individuality. She is a teaching fellow at ELTE University in Budapest 

and teaches modern philosophy and ethics. In 2006, Kaposi was the first 

secretary of the thirty-first international conference of the Association 

des Sociétés de Philosophie de Langue Française (ASPLF) in Budapest. 

Péter Losonczi teaches philosophy and religious studies at the University 

of West Hungary (Szombathely). His fields of research are early modern 

and contemporary philosophy of religion, history of philosophy, inter-

religious dialogue, and the so-called postsecular context. Some publica-

tions include Reflecting Diversity: Historical and Thematical Perspectives 

in the Jewish and Christian Tradition (coedited with Géze Xeravits, 

2008), Religio Academici: Essays on Scepticism, Religion and the Pursuit of 
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Knowledge (coedited with András Szigeti and Miklós Vassányi) and the 

forthcoming From Political Theory to Political Theology (coedited with 

Aakash Singh).

Tamás Pavlovits is associate professor in the Department of Philosophy 

at the University of Szeged, Hungary. He specializes in seventeenth-

century French philosophy, ethics and moral philosophy, philosophy of 

religion, and metaphysics. In 2003 he defended his PhD dissertation ti-

tled “The Force of Reason in Pascal” at the University of Paris–Sorbonne 

(Paris IV). In 1999 he translated into Hungarian and edited Pascal’s short 

writings and correspondence. He has coedited two collections of articles 

with Chantal Jaquet: Les significations du „corps” dans la philosophie clas-

sique (2004), and Les facultés de l’âme à l’âge classique (2006). His book 

titled Le rationalisme de Pascal was published in 2007.

Roberta Sabbath teaches at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. She 

focuses on Tanakh-inspired literary traditions, including in her current 

monograph-in-progress, Re-Membering the Body: The Jewish Sense of 

Wonder. She is the editor of Sacred Tropes: Tanakh, New Testament, and 

Qur’an as Literature and Culture (2009).

Baldine Saint Girons is professor of philosophy at the University of 

Paris X–Nanterre. She has recently published L’acte esthétique (2008), 

Les Marges de la nuit: Pour une autre histoire de la peinture (2006), Le 

Sublime de l’Antiquité à nos jours (2005), and Les Monstres du sublime: 

Hugo, le genie et la montagne (2005). Her specializations are philosophy 

of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, aesthetics, and the philoso-

phy of art.

Veronika Szántó has studied philosophy and biology. Her fields of inter-

est include Western philosophy of the seventeenth and eighteenth centu-

ries, the history and philosophy of life sciences, environmental thought, 

and bioethics. She is a junior researcher at the Institute for Philosophical 

Research at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest, and she is 

completing her PhD dissertation on the relationship between radical 

politics and natural philosophy in seventeenth-century England.
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Miklós Vassányi is assistant professor in philosophy at Károli Reformed 

University (Faculty of Arts, Department of General Humanities) in 

Budapest. His dissertation is called “Anima mundi: The Rise of the World 

Soul Theory in Late German Enlightenment and Early Romanticism.” 

His specialization is in the history of early modern and of modern phi-

losophy (Locke, Diderot, Schelling) and in the philosophy of religion 

(physico-theology, religious toleration). 

Koen Vermeir is a fellow at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study at 

Harvard University, and he is a fellow of the Fund of Scientific Research 

(Flanders), associated with the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven. His re-

search has focused on seventeenth- and eighteenth-century natural phi-

losophy, wondrous technologies, and magical thought. He has published 

articles in diverse books and journals, including the British Journal for 

the History of Science, Intellectual History Review, and Studies in History 

and Philosophy of Science, and has edited four books in the history of 

philosophy and aesthetics.

© 2011 James Clarke and Co Ltd


