List of Contributors

David C. Alexander (PhD, University of Edinburgh) is Adjunct Profes-
sor of Church History at Liberty University, and he is the author of Au-
gustine’s Early Theology of the Church (2008).

Rex D. Butler (PhD, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary) is
Professor of Church History and Patristics at New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, and he is the author of The New Prophecy and “New
Visions” (2006).

Rodney J. Decker (ThD, Central Baptist Theological Seminary) was Pro-
fessor of Greek and New Testament at Baptist Bible Seminary, and he
authored Temporal Deixis of the Greek Verb in the Gospel of Mark with
Reference to Verbal Aspect (2001); Koine Greek Reader (2007); Reading
Koine Greek (2014); and Mark: A Handbook on the Greek Text (2014).

Paul A. Hartog (PhD, Loyola University Chicago) is Professor of New
Testament and Early Christian Studies at Faith Baptist Seminary, and he
is the author of Polycarp and the New Testament (2002) and Polycarp’s
Epistle to the Philippians and the Martyrdom of Polycarp (2013), and the
editor of The Contemporary Church and the Early Church (Pickwick,
2010).

Bryan M. Litfin (PhD, University of Virginia) is Professor of Theology at
Moody Bible Institute, and his works include Getting to Know the Church
Fathers (2007), Early Christian Martyr Stories (2014), and After Acts: Ex-
ploring the Lives and Legends of the Apostles (2015).

ix

© 2015 James Clarke and Co Ltd



CONTENTS

W. Brian Shelton (PhD, Saint Louis University) is Vice President for
Academic Affairs and Professor of Theology and Church History at Toc-
coa Falls College, and his works include Martyrdom from Exegesis in Hip-
polytus (2008).

Carl B. Smith (PhD, Miami University) is a Department Chair and Pro-
gram Director at South University, and he is the author of No Longer Jews:
The Search for Gnostic Origins (2004).

Edward L. Smither (PhD, University of Wales—Trinity Saint David;
PhD, University of Pretoria) is Professor of Intercultural Studies at Co-
lumbia International University, and he is the author of Augustine as
Mentor (2009), Brazilian Evangelical Missions in the Arab World (Pick-
wick, 2012), Mission in the Early Church (Cascade, 2014), the editor of
Rethinking Constantine (Pickwick, 2014), and the translator of Early
Christianity in North Africa (Cascade, 2009).

Glen L. Thompson (PhD, Columbia University) is Academic Dean and
Professor of Historical Theology and New Testament at Asia Lutheran
Seminary (Hong Kong), and he is the author of The Correspondence of
Pope Julius I (2014).

William Varner (EdD, Temple University) is Professor of Bible and Greek
at The Master’s College, and he is the author of many books, including
Ancient Jewish-Christian Dialogues (2005); The Didache: The First Chris-
tian Handbook (2007); and The Book of James: A New Perspective (2011).

© 2015 James Clarke and Co Ltd



