
SAMPLE
CONTENTS OF THE FIRST VOLUME

Preface to the 1923 Edition xi

Note to the Second Impression xxiii

Preface to the First Edition xxiv

IntroductionPart I. - 

The Three Chief Forces of Western Civilization 3-49Chapter I. — 

Introductory

The First of the Three Forces: Hellenism, the Thirst for Richness I. 

and Harmony

The Second of the Three Forces: Christianity, the Revelation of II. 

Personality and Depth

The Third Force: Science, the Apprehension and Conception of III. 

Brute Fact and Iron Law

Summing up: Hellenism or Harmonization, Christianity or IV. 

Spiritual Experience, and Science or Acceptance of a Preliminary 

Mechanism, all three necessary to Man

The Three Elements of Religion 50-82Chapter II. — 

Introductory

The Three Elements, as they successively appear in the Child, the I. 

Youth, and the Adult Man

Each Element ever accompanied by some amount of the other two. II. 

Difficulty of the Transition from one Stage to the other

Parallels to this Triad of Religious ElementsIII. 

Distribution of the Three Elements amongst Mankind and IV. 

throughout Human History 

Causes operative in all Religion towards minimizing or suppressing V. 

one or other Element, or towards denying the need of any 

Multiplicity
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The Special Motives operating in each Element towards the VI. 

suppression of the other Elements

Three Final Objections to such a conception of Religion, and their VII. 

Answers

BiographicalPart II. - 

Catherine Fiesca Adorna’s Life, up to her Chapter III. — 

Conversion; and the Chief Peculiarities pre dominant 

throughout her Convert Years 85-127

Introductory

Proposed Study of the Mystical-Volitional Element in a Particular, I. 

Concrete Instance: St. Catherine of Genoa

The Materials and Aids towards such a Study II. 

Peculiarities of the Genoese Climate and Geographical Position; of III. 

the Ligurian Character; and of the Times into which Catherine 

was born. Her Family, Father and Mother

Catherine’s Life, up to the Preliminaries of her Con version: Autumn IV. 

1447 to Mid-March 1474.

Her Conversion, with its immediate Preliminaries and Consequences, V. 

March 1474

The Two Conceptions concerning the Character and VI. Rationale 
of her Penitential Period and of her whole Convert Life. The 

Position adopted here

Catherine and the Holy EucharistVII. 

Catherine and Confession and DirectionVIII. 

Catherine and IndulgencesIX. 

Peculiarities concerning the Invocation of Saints and Intercessory X. 

Prayer

Catherine’s Life, 1473 to 1506, and its Main Chapter IV. — 

Changes and Growth 128-174

First Period of Catherine’s Convert Life: Giuliano’s Bankruptcy I. 

and Conversion: their Work among the Poor, March 1473 to May 

1477

Catherine and Tommasa Fiesca: their Difference of Character and II. 

attrait. Peculiarity of Catherine’s Peni tence and Health during 

this Time

Change in the Temper of Catherine’s Penitence, from May 1474 III. 

onwards

Catherine’s Great FastsIV. 

Second, Central Period of Catherine’s Convert Life, 1477 -1499: its V. 

Special Spiritual Features
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Catherine and Giuliano move into the Hospital in 1479, never again VI. 

to quit it. She is Matron from 1490 to 1495 

Catherine and the Plague. The Outbreak of 1493VII. 

Catherine and Ettore Vernazza, 1493-1495VIII. 

Catherine’s Health breaks down, 1496; other Events of the same IX. 

Year

Events of 1497X. 

Beginning of her Third, Last Period; End of the Extra ordinary XI. 

Fasts; First Relations with Don Mara botto

Her Conversations with her Disciples; “Caterina Serafina”. Don XII. 

Marabotto and the Possessed Maid

Catherine’s Sympathy with Animal- and Plant-Life: her Love of XIII. 

the Open Air. Her Deep Self-knowledge as to the Healthiness 

or Morbidness of her Psycho-physical States

Catherine’s Social Joys and Sorrows, 1501-1507XIV. 

Catherine’s Last Four Years, 1506-1510. Sketch Chapter V. — 

of her Character, Doctrine, and Spirit 175-250

Catherine’s External Interests and Activities up to May 1510. I. 

Occasional slight Deviations from her old Bal ance. Immensely 

close Inter-connection of her whole Mental and Psycho-physical 

Nature. Impressions as connected with the Five Senses

More or less II. Maladif Experiences and Actions

Catherine’s History from May to September 9, 1510III. 

The Last Six Days of Catherine’s Life, September 10-15 IV. 

Sketch of Catherine’s Spiritual Character and Signifi canceV. 

Catherine’s Doctrine 251-294Chapter VI. — 

Introductory

God as Creative Love. The Creature’s True and False Self; True and I. 

False Love

Sin, Purification, IlluminationII. 

The Three Categories and the Two WaysIII. 

The Other WorldsIV. 

Catherine’s Remains and Cultus; the Fate Chapter VII. — 

of her Two Priest Friends and of her Domestics; and the 

Remaining History of Ettore Vernazza 295-335

Introductory

The Burial and the Events immediately surround ing it. September I. 

15 to December 10, 1510

The Different Removals of the Remains, and the Chief Stages of II. 

her Official Cultus
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The Fate of Catherine’s Priest FriendsIII. 

The Fate of Catherine’s Three Maid-servantsIV. 

The Two Vernazzas: their Debt to Catherine, and Catherine’s Debt V. 

to them

Ettore Vernazza’s Life, from 1509 to 1512VI. 

Ettore in Rome and Naples; his Second Will; his Work in the VII. 

Genoese Prisons

Ettore again in Naples; his Death in Genoa, June 1524; Peculiarities VIII. 

of his Posthumous Fame

Battista Vernazza’s Life 336-367Chapter VIII. — 

Introductory

Battista’s Life, from April 1497 to June 1510I. 

Battista and her God-father, Tommaso MoroII. 

Battista’s III. Colloquie, November 1554 to Ascension Day 1555

Some Further Letters of BattistaIV. 

Battista’s Death, May 1587V. 

Conclusion to Volume I

 Wherein Lies the Secret of Spiritual Persuasiveness 367-370

Appendix To Part II

Chronological Account and Critical Analysis of the 

Materials for the Re-constitution of Saint Catherine’s 

Life and Teaching 371-466

Introduction: The Three Laws that govern the Growth of Religious 

Biography; Complexity of the Materials for Catherine’s Life

 First Division: Account and Analysis of the Documents 

previous, and immediately subsequent to, the “Vita e 

Dottrina” with the “Dicchiarazione”, in Seven Stages 376-433
I

First Stage: August 1456 to September 1510, all LegalI. 

Second Stage: Five further Official and Legal Documents, 1511-1526; II. 

and Four Mortuary Dates, 1524-1587

Third Stage: Bishop Giustiniano’s Account of Catherine’s Life, III. 

Remains, and Biography, 1537

Fourth Stage: The Two Oldest Extant Manuscripts of the “Vita e IV. 

Dottrina” with the “Dicchiarazione”. Manuscript A (October 

1547 to February 1548), and Manuscript B
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Fifth Stage: Manuscript C (copy of a MSS. of 1550?), first appearance V. 

of the “Dialogo”, “Chapter” First

Sixth Stage: First Printed Edition of the “Vita-Dottrina-VI. 

Dicchiarazione”, 1551; Examination of all it possesses in addition 

to Manuscripts A, B, and C, apart from the “Dialogo”.

Seventh Stage: The Second “Chapter” of the “Dialogo”, which VII. 

appears for the first time in the Printed “Vita”, 1551

Seventh Stage continued: Minute Analysis of one Pas sage from the VIII. 

Second “Chapter”

Seventh Stage concluded: Character and Authorship of this Second IX. 

“Chapter”

 Second Division: Analysis, Assignation, and Appraisement 

of the “Vita-Dottrina-Dicchiarazione” Corpus, in Eight 

Sections 433-466
I

The “Dicchiarazione”: the Two Stages of its ExistenceI. 

The Earlier “Dicchiarazione”, and its Theological GlossesII. 

Five Conclusions concerning the History of the “Dicchiarazione”III. 

The “Vita”-Proper, its Divisions and Parts, and its Chief Secondary IV. 

and Authentic Constituents

Age and Authorship of the Literature retainedV. 

Analysis of the Conversion-NarrativesVI. 

The Sayings-Passages: Three Tests for discriminating Authentic VII. 

from Secondary Sayings

Conclusion: At least Six Stages in the Upbuilding of the Complete VIII. 

Book of 1551. The Slight Changes introduced since then. First 

Claims to Authorship for Catherine
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CONTENTS OF THE SECOND VOLUME

CriticalPart III. - 

Psycho-physical and Temperamental Questions 3-61Chapter IX. — 

Introductory

Catherine’s Th ird Period, 1497-1510I. 

Conclusions concerning Catherine’s Psycho-Physical Condition II. 

during this Last Period

Catherine’s Psycho-physical Condition, its Like ness and Unlikeness III. 

to Hysteria

First Period of Catherine’s Life, 1447-1477, in its Th ree StagesIV. 

Th e Second, Great Middle Period of Catherine’s Life, 1477-1499V. 

Th ree Rules which seem to Govern the Relations between Psycho-VI. 

physical Peculiarities and Sanctity in General

Perennial Freshness of the Great Mystics’ Main Spiritual Test, in VII. 

Contradistinction to their Secondary, Psychological Contention. 

Two Special Diffi  culties

The Main Literary Sources of Catherine’s Chapter X. — 

Conceptions 62-110

Introductory

Th e Pauline Writings: the Two Sources of their Pre-conversion I. 

Assumptions; Catherine’s Preponderant Attitude towards each 

Position

Th e Johannine WritingsII. 

Th e Areopagite WritingsIII. 

Jacopone da Todi’s “Lode”IV. 

Points common to all Five Minds; and Catherine’s Main Diff erence V. 

from her Four Predecessors

Catherine’s Less Ultimate This-World Chapter XI. — 

Doctrines 111-181

Introductory

Interpretative ReligionI. 
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Dualistic Attitude towards the BodyII. 

Quietude and Passivity. Points in this Tendency to be considered III. 

here

Pure Love, or Disinterested Religion: its Distinction from IV. 

Quietism

The After-Life Problems and Doctrines 182-258Chapter XII. — 

Th e Chief Present-day Problems, Perplexities, and Requirements I. 

with Regard to the After-Life in General

Catherine’s General After-Life ConceptionsII. 

Catherine and Eternal PunishmentIII. 

Catherine and PurgatoryIV. 

Catherine and Heaven – Th ree Perplexities to be considered V. 

The First Three Ultimate Questions 259-308Chapter XIII. — 

Th e Relations between Morality and Mysticism, Philosophy and I. 

Religion

Mysticism and the Limits of Human Knowledge and ExperienceII. 

Mysticism and the Question of EvilIII. 

The Two Final Problems: Mysticism Chapter XIV. — 

and Pantheism. The Immanence of God, and Spiritual 

Personality, Human and Divine 309-340

Introductory

Relations between the General and the Particular, God and I. 

Individual Th ings, according to Aristotle, the Neo-Platonists, 

and the Medieval Strict Realists

Relations between God and the Human SoulII. 

Mysticism and Pantheism : their Diff erences and Points of III. 

Likeness

Th e Divine Immanence; Spiritual PersonalityIV. 

Summing-up of the Whole Book. Back Chapter XV. — 

through Asceticism, Social Religion, and the Scientific 

Habit of Mind, to the Mystical Element of Religion 341-396

Asceticism and MysticismI. 

Social Religion and MysticismII. 

Th e Scientifi c Habit and MysticismIII. 

Final Summary and Return to the Starting-point of the Whole IV. 

Inquiry: the Necessity, and yet the Almost Inevitable Mutual 

Hostility, of the Th ree Great Forces of the Soul and of the Th ree 

Corresponding Elements of Religion

Index 397-422
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