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Preface

I first published on Augustine in 1992. All my Augustine articles since have fol-
lowed the question of Augustine as a Latin Nicene. Although many of these chapters 
were first published as articles, published together they can be read beneficially in the 
sequence they have here as a book and not simply a collection. This book would never 
have seen the light of day without the generous indulgences of the editors at Wipf 
and Stock Publishers. This book would not exist if it were not for bottomless well of 
energy of Lewis Ayres: Lewis motivated me, guided me, goaded me, and he served as 
the editor of this volume, in all its bits and pieces. I am also grateful for the decades 
we have had as friends and research partners. Four other scholar friends also each 
played an essential part in stimulating the “Augustine Ressourcement” to which this 
volume bears witness: The Right Rev. Rowan Williams; Rev. Gilles Emery OP; James 
Wetzel; John Cavadini. Finally, but first in the realm of patience, support, and care, 
I must thank my beautiful and loving wife, Julia, who endured many (many) days of 
the loss of me to my work. Julia must rank as a co-conspirator with Lewis as agent of 
this publication.

Through God’s grace I have whatever merits sharing. 

Michel René Barnes
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