Preface

The importance of interfaith relations, which is the focus of this
work, cannot be over-emphasized in our times. During his recent
visit to Turkey, Pope Francis called for dialogue to assist in ending
fundamentalism and terrorism. Advocating interreligious initiatives
in the context of promoting peace and the flourishing of life for all,
the pontiff insists that adopting an attitude of openness in truth
and love must be the hallmark of our dialogue with adherents
of non-Christian religions. This attitude of openness includes
accepting others and their different ways of living, thinking, and
speaking. Pope Francis also emphasizes the importance and the
transformative power of listening to others. Aware that our planet
is being threatened by human greed and excessive consumption, he
has called upon people of different religions to work together to care
for the Earth, our common home.

In respecting the fundamental differences that exist between
various religious traditions, Pope Francis does not advocate a facile
syncretism that would become absolute for all but instead believes
that true openness means remaining steadfast in our own beliefs
and convictions. In other words, those taking part in interreligious
dialogue must be clear and joyful in their own religious identity and
at the same time open to the understanding of others. The grace of
God that Christians experience in Jesus Christ must be shared with
others so that their lives may also flourish. At the same time, deeply
aware that no one has a monopoly on truth and grace, Christians
must be prepared to learn from other traditions.

In his recent encyclical, Laudato Si’, Pope Francis says that the
global environmental deterioration we are facing should encourage
religions to dialogue with one another for the sake of protecting
nature and defending the poor. The gravity of the ecological crisis
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should motivate adherents of different religions to work together
for the welfare of humanity. This task requires us to be patient,
self-disciplined, and generous in seeking the common good. From
the outset, the pontiff attempts to show how Christians’ faith
convictions, as well as those of other believers, should lead them
to care for our environment and for the most vulnerable of our
brothers and sisters.

In view of the church’s call for dialogue, I have embarked on a
journey to explore Christianity’s checkered history inits relationships
with other faiths through the centuries by studying those pioneers
who took bold steps towards understanding the so-called “pagans.”
This work begins with Matteo Ricci and his companions, who
established the Roman Catholic Church in China in the sixteenth
century, and concludes with Hans Kiing’s concept of humanum
for judging the authenticity of a religion. In many ways this work
is a sequel to my earlier book, Are Non-Christians Saved?, in which I
explored Joseph Ratzinger’s approach to religious pluralism. In this
present volume, I have identified others who have taken a somewhat
different approach to Ratzinger’s normative understanding of
Christianity in relation to other religious beliefs.

Many people have assisted me in writing this book in different
ways. First, I would like to thank Ursula King for writing the
Foreword. Special thanks to the various scholars and theologians who
generously offered their comments and suggestions on the chapters.
They are as follows: Aloysius Pieris SJ, Peter C. Phan, Gavin D’Costa,
Ursula King, Paul Knitter, Gerald Hall SM, Kuruvilla Pandikattu SJ
and Kang In-gun SJ. Thanks also to Lai Pan-chiu, my Doktorvater, who
is always ready to provide his professional advice and guidance.

Others have helped me in proofreading and editing, such as
Patrick Tierney FSC, Patrick Colgan SSC, Margaret Cleary OP,
Scott Steinkerchner OP, Jolene Chan, Hilia Chan, and Anne Lim. I
would also like to express my sincere gratitude to those who have
encouraged me in my writing endeavors all these years. They are
as follows: Josephine Chan, Anthony Tan, George and Veronica Tan,
Philip Lee, Tommy and Emily Lam, Patrick Chia, Ruth Wong, Gemma
Yim, Henrietta Cheung, Rev James Boey, Rev Judy Chan, Richard Tan,
Dennis Chang SC, Rosalind Wong, and Abraham Shek. Special thanks
to Rev Henry Ng Kwok Po, the parish priest of Ss. Cosmas and Damian
Church, who has generously given me time to finish this work while
helping me to settle down into parish life. I am very grateful for his
support and encouragement.
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Last but not least, Adrian Brink, managing director, and Lisa
Sinclair, editor, of James Clarke & Co., have been instrumental in
bringing this work to fruition. I would like to thank them and their
staff at this independent and excellent press in the UK for their
dedication and support. Any errors that remain are, of course, my
own.

Ambrose Mong
Tsuen Wan, Hong Kong
2015
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