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I don’t call to him as my mother. I don’t call to him as my father.
I thought it would be enough to call him my lord—
but he pretends I don’t exist, doesn’t show an ounce of mercy . . . 
can’t we find some other god?—Cuntarar, eighth century CE1 

I told [God] quite a long, long time ago there would be two of us at the 
Mercy Seat. He would not be asking all the questions.—James Baldwin2 

1.  Doniger, Hindus, 338.
2.  Troupe, ed., James Baldwin, 174.
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