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First Series: The Foundations
Introduction:
The Problem of a Christian Civilisation
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Christian civilisation in danger. The contribution of Christianity
to Western civilisation. The New Testament seems not interested
in this problem. Pre-Christian civilisations show independence of
high civilisation from Christianity. The complexity of the problem
forces upon us a new kind of approach: What is the Christian
answer to some fundamental questions underlying all civilisation?
Programme of the lectures.

The Problem of Being or Reality

15

The material and the spiritual, pantheism mediating. The Christian
idea of reality determined by the idea of creation. Not materialism,
nor the spiritual, nor pantheism. Consequences for the problem
of necessity and contingence, freedom and determinism. The
“perspectivity” of being, as expressed in Psalm 139.

1 - iii. The Problem of Truth

30

Objectivism and subjectivism. Attempts to overcome this
alternative, in existentialism. Kierkegaard and the Christian
conception of Truth. Distinction between Truth and truths. Truth
and communion. Scientiﬁc and theological absolutism. The fatal
psychological consequences of the separation of Truth and Love.
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1 - iv. The Problem of Time

45

East and West. Greek conception of eternity. The loss of the Eternal
in modern history. The quantiﬁcation of time, its psychological
consequences. Eternity and time in Christian thought. Time-direction,
time of decision. Historical time. Evolution and progress. Progress,
substitute for the Eternal. Christianity and the idea of progress.

1 - v.

The Problem of Meaning
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1 - vi. Man in the Universe

E

Totality, character of meaning. Its negation, East and West. The
Greek equation of meaning and Logos, underlying modern idealism.
Its weakness seen from the Christian viewpoint. Formal and
instrumental character of culture or civilisation. The Christian idea
of ultimate meaning. Its bearing on the time process. “Ambivalence”
of history. The eschatological solution of the problem.
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The primitive continuum. Its disruption by Greek humanism.
Christian humanism, in its synthesis with Greek. Their separation
in Renaissance and Reformation. Copernicus and Darwin. The
dissolution of humanism in the 19th century. Nihilism and
technocracy. Man slave of his technique. Man’s place in the
Universe according to the Christian idea.

1 - vii. Personality and Humanity

91

Primitive collectivism. The rise of individual personality. The Christian
idea of personality correlative to communion. Love, not reason,
the truly human. The decline of personalism in modern history.
Its three major causes, immanentism, individualism, spiritualismmaterialism. Its result, materialistic collectivism. The totalitarian
state. The guilt of Christianity within this development.

1 - viii. The Problem of Justice

106

The idea of justice a historical heritage. The Lex naturae conception,
Greek-Roman and Christian. Progressive dissolution of the idea
of divine justice, since Grotius, by rationalism, individualism,
and egalitarianism. Le contrat social. Its consequences for family,
economic life, and the political order. Capitalism and Communism
twin brothers. The Christian idea of justice subordinate to Love.
It combines with equality unlikeness and, by it, organic unity. Its
basis in the Christian idea of creation. The false alternative and the
true synthesis.
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1 - ix. The Problem of Freedom

127

Diﬀerent levels of freedom. Freedom as fact and as postulate.
Determinism and indeterminism. The rationalist equation of
freedom and independence. The Christian idea: dependence
on God. The consequences of the rationalist equation. Marxian
atheism. Modern independence movements: from nature and
from authority. The crisis of marriage. Latent anarchism of the
independence idea. The Christian idea puts divine authority ﬁrst
and freedom second. Ecclesiastical authoritarianism.

1 - x.

The Problem of Creativity
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Culture and creativity. Creativity gift of nature, but its
interpretation and direction lies within freedom. Early misgivings
about creativity. Prometheus, the Tower of Babel. Positive and
critical attitude of Christianity. Misunderstandings about the role
of Protestantism. Since the Renaissance supremacy of Creativity.
Cult of Genius in Romanticism. Tendency to formalism. Claim to
authority disintegrates civilisation into totalitarian spheres. Political
totalitarianism the heir of the process. Theonomy integrates the
spheres and excludes all kinds of totalitarianism.

2 - i.

SA

Second Series: Speciﬁc Problems
2

Technics

159

Technics as old as man. The problem of technics new, resulting from
the technical revolution. Technical man precedes technical revolution.
Robinson Crusoe. Eﬀects of the technical revolution on man. The
tragic coincidence : technical revolution in the age of secularisation.
Means and ends reversed. The spiritual cause of this reversal. The fatal
course of technics-towards the abyss? Ethical appeal and education
inadequate. The Christian alternative to the technical apocalypse.

2 - ii.

Science

174

Science younger than technics. Its relation to truth. Natural
science and Geisteswissenschaften. The scientiﬁc ethos. Its Christian
basis. No necessary conﬂict with faith. The inﬂuence of sin
upon science. Scientiﬁc mythology. Science and the postulate of
“religious neutrality”. The value of Christian anthropology for the
Geisteswissenschaften. Science within the totality of human destiny.
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2 - iii. Tradition and Renewal

187

The modern age anti-traditional. Tradition: cultural memory.
Christianity and tradition. Christianity guardian of Greek cultural
values. Social tradition and social rootlessness. Christianity and
change. “Not yet” and “no more”. The newness of life in the Gospel.
The revolutionary force of Christian faith. Renewal of centre and
periphery. Revolutionary conservatism.

2 - iv. Education

201

2 - v.
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Education and community. The Socratic programme of education.
Its incomparable inﬂuence. Its relation to Christianity. The
German idealist idea of Bildung. Its aristocratic character. The
original Christian idea of education. Its deformation by theological
intellectualism. The Reformation ignores the Socratic element.
Pestalozzi’s rediscovery. Kierkegaard’s contribution. Secularist
education in our age. The Christian idea in the modern setting.

Work

215
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Why do men work? The classical (Aristotelian) conception of work.
Its inﬂuence in the middle ages. The Marxist idea its counterpart.
Luther’s rediscovery of vocation. The modern crisis of the “motifs” of
work. Its essential causes. Collectivism unable to restore the dignity
of work. The Christian conception of work, both as stimulus and
as moderating force.

2 - vi. Art

230

Comprehensive conception of “art”. The mystery of art deeper than
beauty. Imaginary elevation of existence. The danger of aestheticism.
The second commandment. “Christian art”? Form primary in
art, but art presupposes human depth. Art in relation to Roman
Catholic and Protestant religion. Can art survive secularism? The
metaphysical basis of passion. Formalism and barbarism. Art and
“the sabbath”.

2 - vii. Wealth

244

Material presuppositions of cultural life. Personality and property.
The abstract material good, money and credit. Its danger for
personality and community. Capitalism according to Marx.
Wealth in the light of the Bible. No Biblical system of economics.
Ethical interest in economic structure. Communism necessarily
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totalitarian. The dilemma of social security and the free society.
Christianity and the economic motif. Onesidedness of Max
Weber’s theory concerning Calvinistic capitalism. Christianity and
secularist materialism.

2 - viii. Social Custom (SITTE) and Law

259

Destruction of social habit by individualistic rationalism. Social
habit basis of personal morality. The New Testament and social
habit. Along with artistic “style” social habit destroyed in the last
century. Law ﬁlling the gap. Natural and positive law. Positivism.
Pre-state and state-Law. Gospel and Law. The created order. Equal
rights in Stoicism and Christianity. Polarity of personal rights and
social obligation. Law and sin. Secularism increases coercive law.
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2 - ix. Power

272
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2 - x.

M
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Restrictive deﬁnition. Having and using power. Will-to-power.
Material and spiritual elements in power. Power and freedom.
Limiting and monopolising ultimate power, the state. The “division
of power”. State sovereignty and God-sovereignty. The unlimited
state power, the totalitarian state. Power in inter-state relations. The
attempts to limit national sovereignty. The universal world state in
the light of Christian faith. Culture, power and religion.

The Christian Idea of Civilisation and Culture

285

Epilogue. Christianity Beyond Civilisation

298

Notes and References

303

Coming back to the ﬁrst lecture. What can Christian civilisation
mean? Man alone produces civilisation. Essence of civilisation.
Its basic motifs. Civilisation human, but not the Human. Why it
is “formal”. The place of civilisation and culture in the Christian
conception of life. Some objections answered. The Christian idea:
the human above the cultural; the physical-spiritual unity of man;
the civic element fundamental, therefore civilisation above culture.
The place of tradition and education. The “highest cultural values”
– how far? Art and science in the service of God and of man. The
present chances for the realisation of the Christian idea.
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